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Hurricane Harvey
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Panhandle 2024 “Firestorm”
• On 2/26/2024 the Smokehouse Creek Wildfire ignited and in 2 days 

burned 1,054,153 acres. The Windy Deuce fire also burned 143,302 
acres in that time.

• 2 fatalities
• Est. 500 

structures 
burned

• 12,000 cattle
• $68.7 million 

in ranch 
infrastructure

Largest Fire in State History?
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Historic but not “Unprecedented”

Other Historic Fires
• The Big Burn 1910

– 3 Million Acres
• Great Michigan Fire 1871

– 2.5 Million Acres
• Peshtigo Fire 1871

– 1.2 Million Acres
– 400-2,500 fatalities

• Great Fire- Oregon 1845
– 1.5 Million Acres

• Texas- XIT Ranch records 1894 
– 768,000 acres

“In the fall of 1895 another great fire broke out in the Arkansas River country near the Colorado-Kansas line, swept south, 
jumped the Cimarron, and struck along a wide front of the Texas Northwest Panhandle. An observer said that it looked as 
if all of the Oklahoma Strip and the Texas Panhandle were on fire. The fire burned out in the breaks of the South 
Canadian.” (4th Tall Timbers Fire Ecology Conf. Proceedings- Wildfires in the Great Plains Grasslands, A.S. Jackson 1965)
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Borger Fire Dept.-6666’s Blackline
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• Conducted by TFS 
Communications Department 
and a private company.

• Summer/Fall 2024
• 12,000 respondents
• Goal is to better understand 

Texas citizen’s knowledge, 
opinions, needs, and to guide 
future communication. 
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• Languages
• Age
• Population density

• Landowner values
• Landowner resource communications
• Prescribed fire on properties

• WUI area resources
• Gauge public outreach and communications impact

• Climate change
• Politics

• Social media use and trends
• Traditional media relevance
• General news consumption 

• Gauge the knowledge and opinion of Texans
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“Before this survey, had you heard the 
term “prescribed fire”?
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Respondents were provided a definition of prescribed fire, then the following 
question was asked:

“ I support the use of regular prescribed fire to manage landscapes and reduce 
hazardous fuels surrounding communities, __________ .”
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Statement: “I support the use of regular 
prescribed fire to manage landscapes 
and reduce hazardous fuels 
surrounding communities, ___________.”

Age
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Respondents were provided a definition of prescribed 
fire, which resulted in majority supporting its use.
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No I'm not sure Yes

“Do you believe the use of prescribed 
fire is scientifically proven to positively 

enhance forestry, wildlife habitat, 
community safety and general 

conservation efforts?”
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“Prior to this survey, had you heard of the term 
Wildland Urban Interface (WUI)?-

WUI is where developed areas intermingle with 
undeveloped areas. It's the area adjacent to property 
where actions can be taken to prevent damage or loss 

from wildfire.”
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“Do you reside in a WUI area?”
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“Do you believe that the use of prescribed 
fire benefits WUI communities?”
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Who is burning? 
Who do we want to support with our messaging?

T FS W E B .TA M U . E D U

NWCG Burn Boss (RXB2)
• Determine the Complexity early in the 

planning:
• High visibility
• Smoke Management 
• Previous wildfire history
• High risk fuel type
• Size of burn unit

• Assign a Public Information Officer? 
Multiple PIOs?

• Start on public notification early?
• Select the Notification Methods:

• Phone, mail, door hangers, social 
media, in-person visits.
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Private Burn Contractor
• What type of burn will this be:

• Pile burning
• Site prep. for tree planting
• Open grass or rangeland
• Understory
• High risk fuel type
• Size of burn unit

• Announce ahead of time or 24-hr heads up?
• Select the Notification Methods:

• Phone, social media, in-person visits.
• None?

• Who will handle questions on the day of the 
burn?

T FS W E B .TA M U . E D U

Prescribed Burn Association
• Is the landowner the Burn Boss?

• Decisions on notifications and 
responsibility for required notifications 
legally rests on the burn boss.

• Is the PBA (or designated PBA member) in 
charge of inviting participants, announcing 
the burn to cooperators, notifying public?

• Size of burn unit
• Smoke management
• Start on public and neighbor notification 

early?
• Select the Notification Methods:

• Phone, email, social media, in-person 
visits.

T FS W E B .TA M U . E D U

Prescribed Burn Association
• Who will handle questions on the day of the 

burn?
• What cooperators are available to the PBA for 

public perception support and messaging?
• State Forestry and State Wildlife Agencies
• Quail and Pheasants Forever
• The Nature Conservancy
• Tall Timbers, NWTF, etc.
• County Judge and Local Government

• Looking “Official” vs. appearing “Welcoming”
• Park a fire engine on the road side?
• Cation signs- Smoke Ahead, Prescribed Burn?
• Identifying speakers for media interviews.
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Why is this person prescribed burning?

• Competition control 
(timber)

• White-tailed deer 
browse and soft mass 
production

• Turkey habitat
• Aesthetics
• Wildfire mitigation
• Carbon sequestration
• Recreation

T FS W E B .TA M U .
E D U

Reason to use Prescribed Fire in East 
Texas Forests

• Site preparation for planting
• Mid-rotation competition 

control 
• White-tailed deer browse 
• Soft mast and forb production
• Turkey nesting habitat
• Red-cockaded woodpecker
• Northern bobwhite quail
• Aesthetics
• Wildfire mitigation
• Carbon sequestration

• Longleaf pine restoration
• Shortleaf pine restoration
• Reduce ticks
• Cultural tradition
• Teach grandkids about 

working with the land
• Shooting lanes/visibility
• Train firefighters
• Protect communities
• Protect timber
• Carbon sequestration
• Water quality and quantity
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Loss of wildlife
and wildlife

habitat

Risk to human
health and

safety

Escaped
prescribed fire

Loss of forage
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Smoke Damage to
private

property

Loss of timber
production

How concerned are you with the following possible 
effects of prescribed fire?

(1 not concerned - 10 very concerned)
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ConcernsPurposeFire Frequency (Years)Species

FawnsImprove browse production and nutrition3-5White-tailed deer

Nests*Improve nesting and feeding cover; 
increase food

1-3Northern bobwhite**

NestsImprove nesting and feeding cover; 
increase food

2-5Wild turkey

Nests*Improve nesting and feeding cover; 
increase food

2-3Grassland songbirds**

Nests*Improve nesting and feeding cover; 
increase food

2-5Shrubland songbirds

Nests*Improve food and cover3-5Eastern cottontail

Slow-moving animalsImprove food and cover1-5Small mammals

Slow-moving animalsImprove habitat1-5Reptiles**

Slow-moving animalsImprove habitat3-50Amphibians

NoneIncrease diversity of wildflowers (nectar 
sources)

1-3Butterflies**

* Leave unburned spots for nest sites and places to escape from predators.
** Animals that may prefer habitat conditions created by growing season burns.

Widely viewed as the best management tool for wildlife.

© Texas A&M Forest Service© Texas A&M Forest Service

tfsweb.tamu.edu | 32CONSERVE. PROTECT. LEAD.

0.70% 1.70%
8.10%

28.30%

61.10%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

80.00%

90.00%

100.00%

Strongly
disagree

Somewhat
disagree

Neither agree
or disagree

Somewhat
agree

Strongly agree

Among residents who self identify as living in the WUI:
“ I support the use of regular prescribed fire to manage landscapes 
and reduce hazardous fuels surrounding communities, __________ .”

All respondents: “ I support the use of regular prescribed 
fire to manage landscapes and reduce hazardous fuels 

surrounding communities, __________ .”
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“The size and frequency of wildfires across much of 
the Eastern U.S. has been increasing, according to a 
recent analysis of three decades of data.”
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H o w  d o  we  h av e  f i re  o n  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  t h at  i s  m o re  
l i ke  a  g e nt l e  ra i n a n d  l e s s  l i ke  a  h u r r i ca n e ?  

&  
H o w  d o  we  c o n v i n ce  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  s u p p o r t  i t ?

T FS W E B .TA M U . E D U

C O N S E R V E .  P R O T E C T.  L E A D .  

https://tfsweb.tamu.edu/cppgrant/
https://tfsweb.tamu.edu/PrescribedBurns/
https://texasforestinfo.tamu.edu/fundingconnector/
https://tfsweb.tamu.edu/longleaf/
https://txlongleaf.org/

William "Andy" McCrady
Program Coordinator III- Prescribed Fire
SAF CF, ISA CA, & AFE CWFP
Texas A&M Forest Service
Nacogdoches, TX 75964
Cell # (936)689-9393
e-mail: wmccrady@tfs.tamu.edu

34

35


