


ZOOM  M E E T ING HOUS E K E E P ING

• Y ou will be muted and video turned off  upon entry.
• W e as k that you keep video off  to decreas e the chances  of  bandwidth 

problems .
• If  you wis h to as k  a ques tion, type it in the chat or rais e “your hand.”
• If  you are interes ted in receiving C F M continuing education credits , 

pleas e provide us  your name and contact information.
• T his  s es s ion will be recorded and made available to view later.





W ebinar 1 – M arch 21, 20 24

F loodplain Management B as ics

• Goals  of  the f loodplain program
• R ole of F E MA , DNR , and municipalities
• B as ics  of  f loodplain zoning
• A dditional tools



F ederal 
Dis as ter 

Declarations



W etter: C hanges  in C limate Normals



M onroe C ounty – C limate C hange T as k  
F orce



W HA T  IS  F L OODP L A IN 
M A NA GE M E NT ?

F loodplain management is  a partners hip between:
• F ederal R egulations  (4 4  C F R  5 9 -72)
• S tate R egulations  (NR  116 )
• L ocal Ordinance

Management of  development in the f loodplains  res ults  in 
cons truction practices  that can reduce f lood los s es  and the 
high cos ts  as s ociated with f lood dis as ters  to all levels  of  
government.



P urpos e and Intent

• T o protect human life and health;
• T o minimize expenditure of  public  money and cos tly f lood control 

projects ;
• T o minimize the need for res cue and relief  efforts  as s ociated with 

f looding and generally undertaken at the expens e of  the general 
public ;

• T o minimize prolonged bus ines s  interruptions ;
• T o minimize damage to public  facilities  and utilities  s uch as  water 

and gas  mains , electric , telephone and s ewer lines , s treets , and 
bridges  located in areas  of  s pecial f lood hazard.



NA T IONA L  F L OOD INS UR A NC E  
P R OGR A M

• C reated by the National F lood Ins urance A ct of  19 6 8
• P artic ipation is  voluntary
• C ommunity  R ole

• A dopt and enforce regulations
• F E M A  R ole

• P rovide f lood ins urance



C OM P ONE NT S  OF  T HE  NF IP







W DNR  
Dam 

S afety &  
F loodplain 

DNR  F loodplain C ontacts  by C ounty: W ater 
Management E ngineer C ontact Information | | 
W is cons in DNR



L ocal R ole
• A dopt &  enforce f loodplain ordinance
• Minimize f lood damage
• Is s ue permits  for development in S pecial F lood Hazard 

A reas  (S F HA s )
• R equire elevation data for S F HA  s tructures
• P rovide f lood zone determinations
• S ubs tantial damage/s ubs tantial improvement 

determinations  during dis as ter &  non-dis as ter events
• F ield Ins pections
• R ectify V iolations
• Inform &  educate public
• S et up f iling s ys tem for audits



S tate M odel Ordinance
New S tate Model Ordinance (October 5 , 20 21) includes :
• A ct 175  was  enacted March 20 20  and created §8 7.3 0  

(1d)(d), W is . S tats
• C oas tal language
• C larifying language in f loodfringe, campground, removal 

of  lands  from the f loodplain, cumulative 5 0 %  rule
• https ://dnr.wis cons in.gov/topic/F loodP lains /modelZonin

gOrdinances .html



R es olution to P artic ipate in the NF IP



Definition of  Development
• “...means  any man-made change to improved or unimproved 

real es tate, including but not limited to buildings  or other 
s tructures , mining, dredging, f illing, grading, paving, 
excavation or drilling operations  or s torage of equipment or 
materials .”



Definitions  &  S ynonymous  T erms



W hat is  a f loodplain?







W here can I f ind f lood maps ?



F lood Ins urance S tudy (F IS )



A P P L IC A T IONS  OF  F IR M  A ND F IS
• Identify S pecial F lood Hazard A reas  (S F HA )
• Identify the location of  a s pecif ic  property
• E s timate a R egional F lood E levation (R F E ) at a s pecif ic  

s ite
• May need to us e the regional f lood profiles  if  the property 

is  located between cros s  s ections
• Determine locations  of  the regulatory f loodway



ZONE  A E









ZONE  A



HY R DR OL OGIC  &  HY DR A UL IC  
A NA L Y S E S

W hat exactly is  H& H?
• W hen required, the property owner will need to hire a P .E . to s ubmit an H& H completed 

us ing the A rmy C orps  of  E ngineer Hydrologic E ngineering C enters  R iver A nalys is  S ys tem 
(HE C -R A S )

• Delineates  between f loodway and f lood fringe and determines  R F E .
• Inves tigates  if  a propos ed development caus es  an impact to the R F E .
• Do not be afraid to cons ult with your R egional W ater Management E ngineer (W ME ), 

that’s  what we’re here for!













F looding can happen anywhere, at any time.







C OM M UNIT Y  R A T ING S Y S T E M  (C R S )

T he C ommunity R ating S ys tem (C R S ) 
recognizes  and encourages  community 
f loodplain management activities  that 
exceed the minimum NF IP  s tandards . 
Depending upon the level of  
partic ipation, f lood ins urance premium 
rates  for policyholders  can be reduced up 
to 4 5 % .



C R S  B A S IC S

T he C R S  clas s es  for local 
communities  are bas ed on 18
creditable activities , organized 
under four categories :
1. P ublic  Information
2. Mapping A nd R egulations
3 . F lood Damage R eduction
4 . F lood P reparednes s



Ques tions ?
(6 0 8 ) 8 9 3  - 8 7 10  

s arah.raf ajk o@wis cons in.gov
https ://dnr .wis cons in.gov/topic/F loodP lains
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